FOREWORD
A Compendium is, on the one hand comprehensive, and on the other, compressed. It is like a dictionary, (ike a digest and is to an extent encyclopaedic. A properly-prepared com-pendium well serve as an excellent reference-tool
It is well known that the Vedas cannot be cultivated without the help of their Angas. Of these six Angas, Yaska's Nirukta is of immense importance. It is the oldest Indian Treatise on Etymology, Philology and Semantics.
The Tamils were introduced to the compilation of dictionary only during the beginning of the eighteenth century, though they were always the celebrated compilers of Nikantu-s. Tivakaram compiled by Tivakarar who was patronised by Centan of Ambar, Pinkalantai by Pinkafar, son of a certain Tivakarar, Nikantu-Cutamani by Mandala-purutan, Uri-col-nikantu by Karikeyan, Kayataram by Kayatarar, Parati-tipam by Tiruvenkata Bharati alias Paramananda Bharati, Aciriya-nikantu by Audi Pulavar, Potikai-nikantu by Swaminatha Kavirayar, Apitana-tani-c-ceyyul-nikantu by Gopalasami Naicker, Kantacuvamiyam by Subrahmanya Desikar, Kaiiaca-nikan-tu-culamani allegedly by Kaslaca, Namatipa-nikantu by Subrahmanya Kavirayar, Tokai-nikantu by Subrahmanya Kavirayar, Pomttokai-nikantu by Subrahmanya Bharati, Tokai-p-peyar-vilakkam by Vedagiri Mudaltyar, and other nikantus attest to the glory of the Tamil scholars who were great compilers of class-vocabularies which correspond to the modem 'thesaurus', and group-names.
Compilation of Compendia, lexicons as well as concordances is of recent origin, so far as Tamil is concerned. These play a vital role in the arena of modern scholarship. Even after the advent of computers, Alexander Schmidt's Shakespeare-Lexicon holds the field. The first edition of this monumental work appeared in 1874. This remarkable work contains the whole of Shakespeare's vocabulary. Not only that, if subjects the sense and use of every word of Shakespeare's to a careful examination. In this connection, mention should be made of Stevenson's Book of Shakespeare quotations (Being also a Concordance and a Glossary of the Unique words and Phrases in the Plays and Poems). An extract from the prefatory Note of thisd as the third volume of the Compendium of Cankam Literature.
